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To:     IMU Adhering Organizations
      and to all participants of the
      IMU General Assembly 2010
From:   Martin Groetschel, IMU Secretary


Dear colleagues,


This circular letter is meant to prepare the GA Delegates
for four important GA Agenda items:


1. Proposed changes of the IMU Statutes
2. Proposed changes of the "Procedures for Election"
3. Duties of the GA Committees
4. GA Resolutions.


And here are the details:


1. Proposed changes of the IMU Statutes
=======================================
The current version of the Statutes can be downloaded from
http://www.mathunion.org/fileadmin/IMU/Statutes2006.pdf 
The proposed new version "clean" is attached. A version
where all changes in the Statutes are marked in red is
also attached.


Here are the reasons for the changes (purely editorial
corrections are not discussed in detail):


Article 11. We propose to mention the rights Associate
Members have and that were not explicitly stated so far.


Article 19. We suggest to add in this article explicitly
that also the Associate Members and Affiliate Members
are entitled to send representatives to the GA, and the
term "Representative" is introduced for these persons.
This new term makes it possible to distinguish between
voting and non-voting participants of the GA.
"Delegates" represent Members and have voting rights,
"Representatives" represent Associate Members and
Affiliate Members and have no voting rights.


There are some trivial editorial changes in
Articles 20, 22, 23, 25, and 41.


The changes in Articles 28 and 29 are suggested by the
stable office committee to allow the appointment of
a treasurer who is not an EC Member, and to redefine
the legal IMU domicile. (This change will only be put
up for vote in case the GA votes for the establishment
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INTERNATIONAL MATHEMATICAL UNION 
 



STATUTES 
 



2010∗



 
 



I.  Objective of the Union 
 



1. The objectives of the International Mathematical Union, hereinafter designated as 
the Union, are:  



 
(a) To promote international cooperation in mathematics; 
(b) To support and assist the International Congress of Mathematicians and other 



international scientific meetings or conferences; 
(c) To encourage and support other international mathematical activities 



considered likely to contribute to the development of mathematical science in 
any of its aspects, pure, applied, or educational.  



 
2. In the pursuit of its objectives the Union is explicitly, but not exclusively, 



empowered:  
 
(a) To adhere to the International Council for Science; 
(b) To organize international mathematical meetings and conferences; 
(c) To engage in or support the publication and distribution of scientific material 



in the field of mathematics, provided that any expenses thereby incurred shall 
be treated as items of special expenditure under article 30; 



(d) To engage in mathematical activities of an international character or to advise 
and assist other international organizations engaging in such activities, 
provided that any expenses thereby incurred shall be treated as items of 
special expenditure under article 30; 



(e) To promote and facilitate the international exchange of mathematicians and 
students of mathematics for scientific purposes; 



(f) To publish and distribute information concerning the organization and the 
activities of the Union. 



 
II.  Membership 



 
3. A country adheres to the Union through an Adhering Organization, which may be 



its principal academy, a mathematical society, its research council or some other 
institution or association of institutions, or an appropriate agency of its 
government. The adhering countries are designated hereinafter as the Members of 
the Union. 
 



 
 
                                                 
∗ Approved by the General Assembly on August 16, 2010. 
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4. The term "country" is to be understood as including diplomatic protectorates and 
any territory in which independent scientific activity in mathematics has been 
developed, and in general shall be construed as to secure the broadest and most 
effective participation of mathematicians in the scientific work of the Union. 
 



5. In each case, the Adhering Organization shall form a Committee for Mathematics 
and its adherence to the Union shall not become effective until the composition of 
the Committee has been reported to and recognized by the Members of the Union. 
The Committee shall act as adviser to the Adhering Organization in matters 
concerning the Union. The Adhering Organization may, if it wishes, delegate 
some of its power to the Committee for Mathematics. The Committee for 
Mathematics shall communicate to the Secretary of the Union the name of its 
chair or secretary. 
 



6. When an application is made for membership in the Union, the Executive 
Committee shall examine the application and shall make a recommendation 
thereon to the Members of the Union by correspondence, by e-mail, or at a 
meeting of the General Assembly. The Members shall accept or reject the 
application in the light of this recommendation and of any other considerations 
before them either by postal ballot∗∗



 



 or at a meeting of the General Assembly. The 
adherence of a country is in one of the five groups I-V with corresponding voting 
powers and contributions as set out in articles 19 and 25. A country may change 
its classification with the approval of the Members of the Union upon 
recommendation of the Executive Committee. 



III.  Associate Membership 
 



7. To encourage a country to become a Member of IMU, a country may adhere to 
the Union as an Associate Member through an Adhering Organization as 
described in article 3. 



 
8. The Adhering Organization of an Associate Member shall form a Committee for 



Mathematics as described in article 5. 
 
9. When an application is made for Associate Membership of the Union, the 



Executive Committee shall examine the application and make a recommendation 
thereon to the Members of the Union by correspondence, by e-mail, or at a 
meeting of the General Assembly. The Members shall accept or reject the 
application in the light of this recommendation and of any other considerations 
before them either by postal ballot or at a meeting of the General Assembly. 



 
10. A country that has previously been a Member of the Union is not eligible to apply 



for Associate Membership. 
  
                                                 
∗∗ A postal ballot may be executed via ordinary mail, e-mail, fax, or any other way of communication 
considered appropriate by the Secretary. 
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11. Associate Membership is for a period of four years from the date of election, 
renewable for one further period of four years on request to the Secretary of the 
Union. Associate Members are normally expected to apply for membership of the 
Union beginning no later than eight years from the date of election. Associate 
Members have the right to participate in the General Assembly but shall have no 
voting rights. Associate Members have the right to submit proposals for joint 
activities to the General Assembly and to the President and Secretary for 
consideration of the Executive Committee. 



 
12. Extensions of Associate Membership beyond a period of eight years from the date 



of election may be granted for further periods of four years at a time. A request 
for such a four-year extension must be made to the Secretary of the Union. The 
Executive Committee shall examine the request and make a recommendation 
thereon to the Members of the Union by correspondence, by e-mail, or at a 
meeting of the General Assembly. The Members shall accept or reject the 
application in the light of this recommendation and of any other considerations 
before them either by postal ballot or at a meeting of the General Assembly. 
 



IV.  Affiliation 
 



13. For the purpose of facilitating jointly sponsored activities and jointly pursuing the 
objectives of the IMU, multi-national mathematical societies and professional 
societies can be affiliated with the Union. 



 
14. The Members of the Union shall elect Affiliate Members by postal ballots or at 



meetings of the General Assembly upon recommendation of the Executive 
Committee. The affiliation may be terminated by the same procedure. 



 
15. Affiliate Members have the right to participate in the General Assembly but shall 



have no voting rights. 
 
16. Affiliate Members have the right to submit proposals for joint activities to the 



General Assembly and to the President and Secretary for consideration of the 
Executive Committee. 



 
17. The Executive Committee, with the support of the Adhering Organizations and 



Committees for Mathematics, shall look for ways to keep close relations with the 
affiliated organizations and to enhance mathematical activities in their regions and 
fields of interest. They shall receive the Bulletin of the IMU and be kept informed 
of all activities relevant to them. 



 
V.  Administration 



 
18. The authority of the Union derives from the Members and is exercised either by 



correspondence, by e-mail, or at a meeting of the General Assembly. The Union is 
administered by the Executive Committee, which, in accordance with these 
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Statutes and subject to the direction and review of the Members, shall conduct the 
business of the Union. 
 



19. The General Assembly of the Union consists of Delegates appointed by the 
Adhering Organizations, together with the members of the Executive Committee, 
and of the Representatives of Associate and Affiliate Members.  
 
For each General Assembly, each IMU Member Adhering Organization shall 
appoint and certify to the Secretary of the Union a delegation, which shall have 
the number of votes corresponding to the Group in which it adheres, as follows: 
 



 



Group I II III IV V 



Number of votes 1 2 3 4 5 



 
provided that the number of Delegates shall not exceed the corresponding number 
of votes. Any Adhering Organization which desires to ensure its full quota of 
Delegates at meetings of the General Assembly by the appointment of alternates 
for its regularly named Delegates may do so, provided that no such alternate shall 
be permitted to participate in the work of the General Assembly until such 
Delegate has been duly certified to the Secretary of the Union as assuming the 
powers and duties of the Delegate he or she has been designated to replace. No 
person shall be a member of the delegation of more than one country.  
 
Each Adhering Organization of an Associate Member and each Affiliate Member 
of the Union shall appoint and certify to the Secretary of the Union one 
Representative, who shall have no voting rights. 



 
20. Voting by the General Assembly shall be by delegations, provided that each 



delegation shall be free to cast the votes to which it is entitled either as a unit or 
divided in such a manner as it may determine. The members of the Executive 
Committee shall have no votes as such in the General Assembly. Any Adhering 
Organization of an IMU Member not represented at a meeting of the General 
Assembly may forward its votes by registered mail to the Secretary of the Union; 
and such votes shall be valid, if received two weeks prior to the beginning of the 
General Assembly, and if the original question has not been modified by 
substantial amendments. Voting by correspondence shall be in such a way that 
each Member of the Union casts its votes as a unit, counted as many times as the 
group indicates. The majority of votes cast shall be decisive unless a specific 
provision to the contrary is contained in these Statutes. 
 



21. The General Assembly may establish By-Laws on any matters not covered by 
these Statutes. 
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22. The Officers of the Union are the President, the two Vice-Presidents and the 
Secretary, all elected by the General Assembly by written ballot. The President 
and the Vice-Presidents shall hold office for a term of four years, shall assume 
office on the first day of the calendar year following that in which they have been 
elected and shall not be eligible for immediate re-election to the same office. The 
Secretary shall hold office for a term of four years, shall assume office on the first 
day of the calendar year following that in which he or she has been elected and 
shall be available for immediate re-election for one additional term. The 
Members-at-Large shall hold office for a term of four years and shall assume 
office on the first day of the calendar year following that in which they been 
elected. No Members-at-Large can serve three or more consecutive terms. In the 
event of death, incapacity or resignation of the President, the Executive 
Committee shall choose one of the Vice-Presidents to carry on the functions of 
the President until a new President has been elected by the Members of the Union 
for the unexpired term. In the case of any other office being vacated, the 
Executive Committee shall be empowered to fill the vacancy until the Members 
of the Union shall have elected a successor for the unexpired term. These 
elections may be made at a meeting of the General Assembly or by postal ballot. 
 



23. The Executive Committee of the Union consists of ten voting members, namely: 
the four Officers of the Union as designated in article 22, together with six 
Members-at-Large, elected by the General Assembly for terms of four years each, 
commencing on the first day of the calendar year following the year of their 
election. In addition, the retiring President shall be an Ex-officio Member without 
vote, for a period of four years. In the case of a vacancy among the Members-at-
Large, the procedure shall be the same as designated in article 22. 
 



24. The General Assembly shall normally meet once in four years, at a place and date 
determined by the Members either at a meeting of the General Assembly or by 
postal ballot and arranged so far as possible to coincide with the International 
Congress of Mathematicians. Special meetings of the General Assembly shall be 
held upon the call of the Executive Committee at such times and such places as 
the Committee may designate. At the request of a majority of the total number of 
votes assigned to the Members, the Executive Committee shall within six months 
call a special meeting of the General Assembly.  



 
VI.  Finance 



 
25. Each Adhering Organization of a Member of the Union shall pay an annual 



subscription in accordance with the group in which it adheres, as follows: 
  



Group I II III IV V 



Number of unit 
contributions 1 2 4  8 12 
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Associate and Affiliate Members of the Union pay no dues. 
 
26. The unit contribution shall be determined by the General Assembly. 



 
 
27. The Union may accept gifts, legacies and subventions, subject to the approval of 



the Executive Committee, and shall maintain a roll of benefactors on which shall 
be inscribed annually the names of those individuals or institutions that have 
contributed. 
 



28. The Secretary of the Union shall act also as its Treasurer, unless the Executive 
Committee appoints another person for this position. 
 



29. The legal domicile of the Union shall be located at the offices of the Union. 
 



30. The financing of special projects of the Union shall be kept distinct from general 
expenditure, and an Adhering Organization shall be pledged only for the annual 
subscription in respect of general expenditure. 
 



31. The Adhering Organizations shall be responsible for the payment of their 
respective annual contributions in accordance with the groups in which they 
adhere. Subscriptions are due and payable on the first day of the calendar year to 
which they apply. 
 



32. Any Adhering Organization which is in arrears with its contributions for two 
years shall be warned and shall be deprived of its voting rights. Any Adhering 
Organization which is in arrears for four years shall cease to be an adherent of the 
Union. In any case, before taking action, the Executive Committee shall submit 
the question to the Members of the Union by postal ballot or at a meeting of the 
General Assembly who under special circumstances may waive these provisions 
by a two-thirds majority of the total number of votes assigned to the Members. 
 



33. Any Adhering Organization, which shall withdraw from the Union or shall cease 
for any reason to be an adherent thereof, shall forfeit claims upon the funds of the 
Union. 
 



34. In the event of the dissolution of the Union, the settlement of its indebtedness 
shall be chargeable to general expenditure; and any surplus remaining after such 
settlement shall be disposed of by the General Assembly on recommendation of 
the Executive Committee, in such manner as may then be deemed most likely to 
aid the development of mathematical science. 



 
VII.  Statutes 



 
35. Changes in the Statutes may be proposed by the Executive Committee or by any 



of the Adhering Organizations. Notice of changes so proposed shall reach the 
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Secretary of the Union at least four months before the meeting of the General 
Assembly at which action is to be taken. No change shall be made in the Statutes 
except at a meeting of the General Assembly and with the approval of the two-
thirds majority of the total number of votes assigned to the Members.  Statute 
changes become effective on the day following the close of the General Assembly, 
unless otherwise stipulated in the proposed Statute change. 



 
VIII.  Duration of the Union 



 
36. The Union shall not be dissolved except at a meeting of the General Assembly, 



and with the approval of a two-thirds majority of the total number of votes 
assigned to the Members. 



 
 
 
 



BY – LAWS 
 



I.  Administration 
 
37. The General Assembly shall meet as provided in the Statutes. Notice of special 



meetings shall be dispatched to the Adhering Organizations at least six months in 
advance. 
 



38. The Executive Committee, the Adhering Organizations, and the Commissions of 
the Union may propose business to be transacted at meetings of the General 
Assembly. Such proposals shall reach the Secretary at least four months before 
the meeting at which they are to be considered. 
 



39. The agenda for a meeting of the General Assembly shall be dispatched by the 
Executive Committee to the Adhering Organizations at least three months before 
the meeting at which they are to be considered. A question which has not been put 
upon the agenda may be discussed, but shall not be put to the vote unless a 
proposal to that effect be approved by a majority of the total number of votes 
assigned to the Members. 
 



40. The President with the approval of the Executive Committee may invite any 
person to participate in a meeting of the General Assembly for purposes of 
consultation upon specific items on the agenda, but such an invited participant, 
called Observer, shall have no vote. 



 
41. The General Assembly shall  
 



(a) Admit or reject organizations in the manner laid down in the Statutes; 
(b) Elect the Officers of the Union and the Members-at-Large of the Executive 



Committee; 
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(c) Establish the Commissions of the Union, determine their terms of reference 
and elect their chair; and elect also representatives of the Union on Joint 
Commissions formed in cooperation with other international organizations; 



(d) Examine and establish the regular budget and propose the projects which shall 
be financed independently of general expenditure, in accordance with the 
Statutes of the Union;  



(e) Receive and consider reports from the Executive Committee and from 
Commissions of the Union;  



(f) Determine the calendar of its ordinary meetings;  
(g) Prescribe rules under which the Executive Committee may initiate and 



conduct postal ballots among the Members of the Union during periods 
between meetings of the General Assembly; 



(h) Prescribe rules for the representation of the Union on the International 
Council for Science; 



(i) Take such other actions as are necessary in the exercise of its authority under 
the Statutes and these By-Laws. 
 



42. The Executive Committee shall present an annual report on its activities and those 
of the Union to each Adhering Organization and shall also report on its activities 
and those of the Union at each ordinary meeting of the General Assembly. The 
report to the General Assembly shall be dispatched by the Secretary to the 
Adhering Organizations at least two months before the meeting at which it is to be 
received. 
 



43. The Executive Committee shall meet on the call of the President. The quorum for 
the transaction of its business shall consist of five voting members. The Executive 
Committee may conduct its business by postal ballot. 



 
II.  President and Vice-President 



 
44. The President is chair of the General Assembly and of the Executive Committee. 



In the President’s absence, one of the Vice-Presidents will chair the General 
Assembly.  The President is an Ex-officio Member of all Commissions of the 
Union. In specific cases the President may delegate this responsibility to some 
other member of the Executive Committee. 



 
III.  Secretary 



 
45. The Secretary is responsible for conducting the ordinary business of the Union 



and for keeping its records and shall act as Treasurer subject to the proviso of 
statute 28. At least once every four years the Members of the Union shall obtain 
from the Executive Committee an audit of the accounts. 



 
IV.  Commissions of the Union 
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46. The Commissions of the Union which may from time to time be established by the 
Members of the Union by postal ballot or at a meeting of the General Assembly, 
may co-opt additional members, and shall generally have full freedom in 
arranging their own internal structure and work within the framework of the 
Statutes and By-Laws of the Union. If special funds are provided for their use, 
they may make their own financial arrangements, subject to the approval of the 
Executive Committee. 
 



47. The chair of each Commission, or in the case of Joint Commissions one 
representative designated for that purpose, shall forward records of all meetings of 
the Commission to the Secretary and shall report on the activities of the 
Commission to the General Assembly. The reports of Commissions to the General 
Assembly shall reach the Secretary at least three months before the meeting at 
which they will be received and shall be dispatched by the Secretary to the 
Adhering Organizations at least two months before that meeting. 



 
V.  Finance 



 
48. The Executive Committee shall prepare financial reports and budget estimates for 



the consideration of the General Assembly at each of its ordinary meetings, 
covering in its reports the period between the immediately preceding ordinary 
meeting and the meeting at which they are to be received, and covering in its 
estimates the period between the meeting at which they are received and the next 
following ordinary meeting. These reports and estimates shall be dispatched by  
post or by e-mail to the Adhering Organizations at least three months before the 
meeting at which they are to be received. 
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INTERNATIONAL MATHEMATICAL UNION 
 



STATUTES 
 



200610∗



 
 



I.  Objective of the Union 
 



1. The objectives of the International Mathematical Union, hereinafter designated as 
the Union, are:  



 
(a) To promote international cooperation in mathematics; 
(b) To support and assist the International Congress of Mathematicians and other 



international scientific meetings or conferences; 
(c) To encourage and support other international mathematical activities 



considered likely to contribute to the development of mathematical science in 
any of its aspects, pure, applied, or educational.  



 
2. In the pursuit of its objectives the Union is explicitly, but not exclusively, 



empowered:  
 
(a) To adhere to the International Council for Science; 
(b) To organize international mathematical meetings and conferences; 
(c) To engage in or support the publication and distribution of scientific material 



in the field of mathematics, provided that any expenses thereby incurred shall 
be treated as items of special expenditure under article 30; 



(d) To engage in mathematical activities of an international character or to advise 
and assist other international organizations engaging in such activities, 
provided that any expenses thereby incurred shall be treated as items of 
special expenditure under article 30; 



(e) To promote and facilitate the international exchange of mathematicians and 
students of mathematics for scientific purposes; 



(f) To publish and distribute information concerning the organization and the 
activities of the Union. 



 
II.  Membership 



 
3. A country adheres to the Union through an Adhering Organization, which may be 



its principal academy, a mathematical society, its research council or some other 
institution or association of institutions, or an appropriate agency of its 
government. The adhering countries are designated hereinafter as the Members of 
the Union. 
 



 
                                                 
∗ with editorial changes endorsed by the Executive CommitteeApproved by the General Assembly on 
September 7August 16, 201007. 
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4. The term "country" is to be understood as including diplomatic protectorates and 



any territory in which independent scientific activity in mathematics has been 
developed, and in general shall be construed as to secure the broadest and most 
effective participation of mathematicians in the scientific work of the Union. 
 



5. In each case, the Adhering Organization shall form a Committee for Mathematics 
and its adherence to the Union shall not become effective until the composition of 
the Committee has been reported to and recognized by the Members of the Union. 
The Committee shall act as adviser to the Adhering Organization in matters 
concerning the Union. The Adhering Organization may, if it wishes, delegate 
some of its power to the Committee for Mathematics. The Committee for 
Mathematics shall communicate to the Secretary of the Union the name of its 
chair or secretary. 
 



6. When an application is made for membership in the Union, the Executive 
Committee shall examine the application and shall make a recommendation 
thereon to the Members of the Union by correspondence, by e-mail, or at a 
meeting of the General Assembly. The Members shall accept or reject the 
application in the light of this recommendation and of any other considerations 
before them either by postal ballot∗∗



 



 or at a meeting of the General Assembly. The 
adherence of a country is in one of the five groups I-V with corresponding voting 
powers and contributions as set out in articles 19 and 25. A country may change 
its classification with the approval of the Members of the Union upon 
recommendation of the Executive Committee. 



III.  Associate Membership 
 



7. To encourage a country to become a Member of IMU, a country may adhere to 
the Union as an Associate Member through an Adhering Organization as 
described in article 3. 



 
8. The Adhering Organization of an Associate Member shall form a Committee for 



Mathematics as described in article 5. 
 
9. When an application is made for Associate Membership of the Union, the 



Executive Committee shall examine the application and make a recommendation 
thereon to the Members of the Union by correspondence, by e-mail, or at a 
meeting of the General Assembly. The Members shall accept or reject the 
application in the light of this recommendation and of any other considerations 
before them either by postal ballot or at a meeting of the General Assembly. 



 
10. A country that has previously been a Member of the Union is not eligible to apply 



for Associate Membership. 
                                                 
∗∗ A postal ballot may be executed via ordinary mail, e-mail, fax, or any other way of communication 
considered appropriate by the Secretary. 
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11. Associate Membership is for a period of four years from the date of election, 



renewable for one further period of four years on request to the Secretary of the 
Union. Associate Members are normally expected to apply for membership of the 
Union beginning no later than eight years from the date of election. Associate 
Members have the right to participate in the General Assembly but shall have no 
voting rights. Associate Members have the right to submit proposals for joint 
activities to the General Assembly and to the President and Secretary for 
consideration of the Executive Committee. 



 
12. Extensions of Associate Membership beyond a period of eight years from the date 



of election may be granted for further periods of four years at a time. A request 
for such a four-year extension must be made to the Secretary of the Union. The 
Executive Committee shall examine the request and make a recommendation 
thereon to the Members of the Union by correspondence, by e-mail, or at a 
meeting of the General Assembly. The Members shall accept or reject the 
application in the light of this recommendation and of any other considerations 
before them either by postal ballot or at a meeting of the General Assembly. 
 



IV.  Affiliation 
 



13. For the purpose of facilitating jointly sponsored activities and jointly pursuing the 
objectives of the IMU, multi-national mathematical societies and professional 
societies can be affiliated with the Union. 



 
14. The Members of the Union shall elect Affiliate Members by postal ballots or at 



meetings of the General Assembly upon recommendation of the Executive 
Committee. The affiliation may be terminated by the same procedure. 



 
15. Affiliate Members have the right to participate in the General Assembly but shall 



have no voting rights. 
 
16. Affiliate Members have the right to submit proposals for joint activities to the 



General Assembly and to the President and Secretary for consideration of the 
Executive Committee. 



 
17. The Executive Committee, with the support of the Adhering Organizations and 



Committees for Mathematics, shall look for ways to keep close relations with the 
affiliated organizations and to enhance mathematical activities in their regions and 
fields of interest. They shall receive the Bulletin of the IMU and be kept informed 
of all activities relevant to them. 



 
V.  Administration 



 
18. The authority of the Union derives from the Members and is exercised either by 



correspondence, by e-mail, or at a meeting of the General Assembly. The Union is 
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administered by the Executive Committee, which, in accordance with these 
Statutes and subject to the direction and review of the Members, shall conduct the 
business of the Union. 
 



19. The General Assembly of the Union consists of Ddelegates appointed by the 
Adhering Organizations, together with the members of the Executive Committee, 
and of the Representatives of Associate and Affiliate Members.  
 
For each General Assembly, each IMU Member Adhering Organization shall 
appoint and certify to the Secretary of the Union a delegation, which shall have 
the number of votes corresponding to the Group in which it adheres, as follows: 
 



 



Group I II III IV V 



Number of votes 1 2 3 4 5 



 
provided that the number of Ddelegates shall not exceed the corresponding 
number of votes. Any Adhering Organization which desires to ensure its full 
quota of representatives Delegates at meetings of the General Assembly by the 
appointment of alternates for its regularly named Ddelegates may do so, provided 
that no such alternate shall be permitted to participate in the work of the General 
Assembly until such Ddelegate has been duly certified to the Secretary of the 
Union as assuming the powers and duties of the Ddelegate he or she has been 
designated to replace. No person shall be a member of the delegation of more than 
one country.  
 
Each Adhering Organization of an Associate Member and each Affiliate Member 
of the Union shall appoint and certify to the Secretary of the Union one 
Representativedelegate, who shall have no voting rights. 



 
20. Voting by the General Assembly shall be by delegations, provided that each 



delegation shall be free to cast the votes to which it is entitled either as a unit or 
divided in such a manner as it may determine. The members of the Executive 
Committee shall have no votes as such in the General Assembly. Any Adhering 
Organization of an IMU Member not represented at a meeting of the General 
Assembly may forward its votes by registered mail to the Secretary of the Union; 
and such votes shall be valid, if received two weeks prior to the beginning of the 
General Assembly, and if the original question has not been modified by 
substantial amendments. Voting by correspondence shall be in such a way that 
each Member of the Union casts its votes as a unit, counted as many times as the 
group indicates. The majority of votes cast shall be decisive unless a specific 
provision to the contrary is contained in these Statutes. 
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21. The General Assembly may establish By-Laws on any matters not covered by 
these Statutes. 
 



22. The Oofficers of the Union are thea President, the two Vice-Presidents and thea 
Secretary, all elected by the General Assembly by written ballot. The President 
and the Vice-Presidents shall hold office for a term of four years, shall assume 
office on the first day of the calendar year following that in which they have been 
elected and shall not be eligible for immediate re-election to the same office. The 
Secretary shall hold office for a term of four years, shall assume office on the first 
day of the calendar year following that in which he or she has been elected and 
shall be available for immediate re-election for one additional term. The 
Members-at-Large shall hold office for a term of four years and shall assume 
office on the first day of the calendar year following that in which they been 
elected. No Members-at-Large can serve three or more consecutive terms. In the 
event of death, incapacity or resignation of the President, the Executive 
Committee shall choose one of the Vice-Presidents to carry on the functions of 
the President until a new President has been elected by the Members of the Union 
for the unexpired term. In the case of any other office being vacated, the 
Executive Committee shall be empowered to fill the vacancy until the Members 
of the Union shall have elected a successor for the unexpired term. These 
elections may be made at a meeting of the General Assembly or by postal ballot. 
 



23. The Executive Committee of the Union consists of ten voting members, namely: 
the four Oofficers of the Union as designated in article 22, together with six 
Members-at-Large, elected by the General Assembly for terms of four years each, 
commencing on the first day of the calendar year following the year of their 
election. In addition, the retiring President shall be an Ex-officio Member without 
vote, for a period of four years. In the case of a vacancy among the Members-at-
Large, the procedure shall be the same as designated in article 22. 
 



24. The General Assembly shall normally meet once in four years, at a place and date 
determined by the Members either at a meeting of the General Assembly or by 
postal ballot and arranged so far as possible to coincide with the International 
Congress of Mathematicians. Special meetings of the General Assembly shall be 
held upon the call of the Executive Committee at such times and such places as 
the Committee may designate. At the request of a majority of the total number of 
votes assigned to the Members, the Executive Committee shall within six months 
call a special meeting of the General Assembly.  



 
VI.  Finance 



 
25. Each Adhering Organization of a Member of the Union shall pay an annual 



subscription in accordance with the group in which it adheres, as follows: 
  



Group I II III IV V 
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Number of unit 
contributions 1 2 4  8 12 



  
Associate and Affiliate Members of the Union pay no dues. 



 
26. The unit contribution shall be determined by the General Assembly. 



 
 
 
 
27. The Union may accept gifts, legacies and subventions, subject to the approval of 



the Executive Committee, and shall maintain a roll of benefactors on which shall 
be inscribed annually the names of those individuals or institutions that have 
contributed. 
 



28. The Secretary of the Union shall act also as its Treasurer, unless the Executive 
Committee appoints one of its Members-at-Large for that purposeanother person 
for this position. 
 



29. The legal domicile of the Union shall be located at the offices of the 
SecretaryUnion. 
 



30. The financing of special projects of the Union shall be kept distinct from general 
expenditure, and an Adhering Organization shall be pledged only for the annual 
subscription in respect of general expenditure. 
 



31. The Adhering Organizations shall be responsible for the payment of their 
respective annual contributions in accordance with the groups in which they 
adhere. Subscriptions are due and payable on the first day of the calendar year to 
which they apply. 
 



32. Any Adhering Organization which is in arrears with its contributions for two 
years shall be warned and shall be deprived of its voting rights. Any Adhering 
Organization which is in arrears for four years shall cease to be an adherent of the 
Union. In any case, before taking action, the Executive Committee shall submit 
the question to the Members of the Union by postal ballot or at a meeting of the 
General Assembly who under special circumstances may waive these provisions 
by a two-thirds majority of the total number of votes assigned to the Members. 
 



33. Any Adhering Organization, which shall withdraw from the Union or shall cease 
for any reason to be an adherent thereof, shall forfeit claims upon the funds of the 
Union. 
 



34. In the event of the dissolution of the Union, the settlement of its indebtedness 
shall be chargeable to general expenditure; and any surplus remaining after such 
settlement shall be disposed of by the General Assembly on recommendation of 
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the Executive Committee, in such manner as may then be deemed most likely to 
aid the development of mathematical science. 



 
VII.  Statutes 



 
35. Changes in the Statutes may be proposed by the Executive Committee or by any 



of the Adhering Organizations. Notice of changes so proposed shall reach the 
Secretary of the Union at least four months before the meeting of the General 
Assembly at which action is to be taken. No change shall be made in the Statutes 
except at a meeting of the General Assembly and with the approval of the two-
thirds majority of the total number of votes assigned to the Members.  Statute 
changes become effective on the day following the close of the General Assembly, 
unless otherwise stipulated in the proposed Statute change. 



 
VIII.  Duration of the Union 



 
36. The Union shall not be dissolved except at a meeting of the General Assembly, 



and with the approval of a two-thirds majority of the total number of votes 
assigned to the Members. 



 
 
 
 



BY – LAWS 
 



I.  Administration 
 
37. The General Assembly shall meet as provided in the Statutes. Notice of special 



meetings shall be dispatched to the Adhering Organizations at least six months in 
advance. 
 



38. The Executive Committee, the Adhering Organizations, and the Commissions of 
the Union may propose business to be transacted at meetings of the General 
Assembly. Such proposals shall reach the Secretary at least four months before 
the meeting at which they are to be considered. 
 



39. The agenda for a meeting of the General Assembly shall be dispatched by the 
Executive Committee to the Adhering Organizations at least three months before 
the meeting at which they are to be considered. A question which has not been put 
upon the agenda may be discussed, but shall not be put to the vote unless a 
proposal to that effect be approved by a majority of the total number of votes 
assigned to the Members. 
 



40. The President with the approval of the Executive Committee may invite any 
person to participate in a meeting of the General Assembly for purposes of 
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consultation upon specific items on the agenda, but such an invited participant, 
called Observer, shall have no vote. 



 
41. The General Assembly shall  
 



(a) Admit or reject organizations in the manner laid down in the Statutes; 
(b) Elect the Oofficers of the Union and the Members-at-Large of the Executive 



Committee; 
(c) Establish the Commissions of the Union, determine their terms of reference 



and elect their chair; and elect also representatives of the Union on Joint 
Commissions formed in cooperation with other international organizations; 



(d) Examine and establish the regular budget and propose the projects which shall 
be financed independently of general expenditure, in accordance with the 
Statutes of the Union;  



(e) Receive and consider reports from the Executive Committee and from 
Commissions of the Union;  



(f) Determine the calendar of its ordinary meetings;  
(g) Prescribe rules under which the Executive Committee may initiate and 



conduct postal ballots among the Members of the Union during periods 
between meetings of the General Assembly; 



(h) Prescribe rules for the representation of the Union on the International 
Council for Science; 



(i) Take such other actions as are necessary in the exercise of its authority under 
the Statutes and these By-Laws. 
 



42. The Executive Committee shall present an annual report on its activities and those 
of the Union to each Adhering Organization and shall also report on its activities 
and those of the Union at each ordinary meeting of the General Assembly. The 
report to the General Assembly shall be dispatched by the Secretary to the 
Adhering Organizations at least two months before the meeting at which it is to be 
received. 
 



43. The Executive Committee shall meet on the call of the President. The quorum for 
the transaction of its business shall consist of five voting members. The Executive 
Committee may conduct its business by postal ballot. 



 
II.  President and Vice-President 



 
44. The President is chair of the General Assembly and of the Executive Committee. 



In the President’s absence, one of the Vice-Presidents will chair the General 
Assembly.  The President is an Ex-officio Member of all Commissions of the 
Union. In specific cases the President may delegate this responsibility to some 
other member of the Executive Committee. 



 
III.  Secretary 
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45. The Secretary is responsible for conducting the ordinary business of the Union 
and for keeping its records and shall act as Treasurer subject to the proviso of 
statute 28. At least once every four years the Members of the Union shall obtain 
from the Executive Committee an audit of the accounts. 



 
IV.  Commissions of the Union 



 
46. The Commissions of the Union which may from time to time be established by the 



Members of the Union by postal ballot or at a meeting of the General Assembly, 
may co-opt additional members, and shall generally have full freedom in 
arranging their own internal structure and work within the framework of the 
Statutes and By-Laws of the Union. If special funds are provided for their use, 
they may make their own financial arrangements, subject to the approval of the 
Executive Committee. 
 



47. The chair of each Commission, or in the case of Joint Commissions one 
representative designated for that purpose, shall forward records of all meetings of 
the Commission to the Secretary and shall report on the activities of the 
Commission to the General Assembly. The reports of Commissions to the General 
Assembly shall reach the Secretary at least three months before the meeting at 
which they will be received and shall be dispatched by the Secretary to the 
Adhering Organizations at least two months before that meeting. 



 
V.  Finance 



 
48. The Executive Committee shall prepare financial reports and budget estimates for 



the consideration of the General Assembly at each of its ordinary meetings, 
covering in its reports the period between the immediately preceding ordinary 
meeting and the meeting at which they are to be received, and covering in its 
estimates the period between the meeting at which they are received and the next 
following ordinary meeting. These reports and estimates shall be dispatched by  
post or by e-mail to the Adhering Organizations at least three months before the 
meeting at which they are to be received. 
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Procedures for the Election of the 



IMU Executive Committee (EC)  
IMU Commission for Developing Countries (CDC)  



Joint International Commission on the History of Mathematics (ICHM) 



The procedures for election of the IMU EC, the IMU CDC, and the ICHM, as well as 
the Executive Committee of the International Commission on Mathematical 
Instruction (ICMI), which can be found below, were adopted by the IMU General 
Assembly in Bangalore, August 16-17, 2010.  
 



1. The Nominating Committee (NC) of the International Mathematical Union is formed 
with the purpose of presenting slates of nominations to the Adhering Organizations in 
preparation for the elections at the General Assembly. It consists of seven people 
chosen as follows:  



 
a. Chair: The Chair of the IMU Nominating Committee is chosen by the IMU 



President and must not be a current member of the IMU EC, or work in the 
same country as the President.  



b. President of IMU: The current President of IMU, in the year that the 
Nominating Committee is formed, is a member of the IMU Nominating 
Committee with full voting rights.  



c. Three other persons chosen at random from nominations: The Executive 
Committee of IMU arranges for the choice of three people at random from 
nominations received from Adhering Organizations of IMU of persons who are 
not current members of the IMU Executive Committee, who are willing to 
serve, and who do not work in the same country as the NC Chair or the IMU 
President.  



d. This call for nominations should be sent to the Adhering Organizations by 1 
September in the year ICM-2 (that is, two years prior to the International 
Congress of Mathematicians), with nominations to be received by 1 December 
of the same year. One person must be chosen from nominations submitted by 
Groups I and II, one person chosen from nominations submitted by Groups III 
and IV and one person chosen from nominations submitted by Group V. Each 
Adhering Organization may submit one name of a person who is willing to 
serve. If there are no nominations in one of these three categories, then a 
person will be chosen at random from the other two categories.  



e. Two persons with experience of IMU: Finally two persons are chosen jointly 
by the NC Chair and the IMU President. In the event of disagreement, the 
Chair and President each chooses one person. These two people should ideally 
be former members of the IMU Executive Committee or, if such persons are 
unavailable, have significant experience of IMU’s affairs. In order to gain a 
balanced IMU Nominating Committee, the Chair and President consider 
criteria such as geography, sub-field representation, and gender representation.  



 
2. Duties of the IMU Nominating Committee  
 











a. Nomination slates are formed for the IMU Executive Committee (EC), the 
IMU Commission for Developing Countries (CDC), and the Joint International 
Commission on the History of Mathematics (ICHM).  



b. The slates for the commissions are formed taking advice from the current 
officers of these commissions, but this advice is not binding on the IMU 
Nominating Committee. The Nominating Committee is asked to distribute its 
nominations for the EC geographically so as to represent as equally as possible 
the whole international community of mathematicians. The connections of 
individual candidates to the countries where they were born, educated, or have 
lived in the past may be considered in addition to the country in which they 
presently reside.   



c. EC Nominations: The IMU Nominating Committee nominates one name for 
the position of President of IMU, Secretary of IMU, and one name for each of 
the two Vice Presidents of IMU. It nominates at least two more names than the 
number of Members-at-Large of the IMU EC. 



d. CDC Nominations: Six members of the CDC are elected by the IMU General 
Assembly. The IMU Nominating Committee forms a slate with at least one 
name for each of the positions of President, Secretary for Policy, and Secretary 
for Grant Selection and at least two names for each of the three positions for 
CDC Members-at-Large in representation of Africa, Asia, and Latin America. 
Alternative names for each of the positions can be proposed at the General 
Assembly from the floor. For each of the six positions the candidate with the 
most votes is elected.  



e. ICHM Nominations: The IMU Nominating Committee nominates at least two 
more names than the number of ICHM representatives. 



f. Schedule: By 1 September ICM-2, the Chair of the IMU Nominating 
Committee accepts post. By 1 February ICM-1, the Committee is complete.  



 
3. Calls for Nominations  
 



a. By 1 November ICM-2, the IMU Secretary sends a call for nominations to the 
Adhering Organizations and Committees for Mathematics for the offices of 
President and Secretary of IMU. The Adhering Organizations’ and Committees 
for Mathematics’ submissions must include a candidate’s declaration of 
willingness to serve if elected and a CV. These nominations are due by 15 
January ICM-1.  



b. By 1 September ICM-1, the IMU Secretary sends a call for nominations to the 
Adhering Organizations and Committees for Mathematics for the offices of 
Vice Presidents and Members-at-Large for the IMU EC, the President, 
Secretaries and Members-at-Large for CDC, and for the IMU Representatives 
to ICHM. The Adhering Organizations’ and Committees for Mathematics’ 
submissions must include a candidate’s declaration of willingness to serve if 
elected and a CV. These nominations are due by 15 November ICM-1.  



c. The Nominating Committee is free to nominate persons for all offices.  



4. Slate: Two months prior to the IMU GA, the Secretary sends to the Adhering 
Organizations and Committees for Mathematics the IMU NC slates, including 
candidates’ CVs, plus a list of all persons nominated. The Adhering Organizations and 
Committees for Mathematics are asked to cooperate in having their delegates to the 
IMU General Assembly fully informed.  



 











5. General Assembly  
 



a. On the first day of the GA meeting, an Election Committee is formed which 
consists of all members of the Nominating Committee and all Past IMU 
Presidents present at the GA and, if necessary, further GA delegates elected to 
reach a membership of at least five. The election shall be from names either 
proposed by the President or proposed and seconded from the floor by show of 
hands, unless the meeting decides otherwise. The Election Committee is 
chaired by the Chair of the Nominating Committee, or if unavailable, by the 
IMU President. The Election Committee is responsible for handling the 
election process and deciding on all issues related to it that may arise.  



b. The Chair of the Election Committee presents the EC, CDC, and ICHM slates 
to the General Assembly. 



c. Further nominations can be made from the floor after the slates of the IMU 
Nominating Committee have been presented. In case of the IMU EC, the 
nominations must be drawn from names previously offered by the Adhering 
Organizations and Committees for Mathematics as in item 3., signed by at least 
ten delegates, from at least three countries. In exceptional circumstances, EC 
nominations not previously offered as in item 3. can be made from the floor 
provided that each case be approved by a vote of the GA. Each such 
nomination must be accompanied by a statement of willingness to serve, a two 
page CV and be signed by at least ten delegates, from at least three countries.  



d. The IMU General Assembly shall then elect the following: the new IMU 
President, the two IMU Vice-Presidents, the IMU Secretary, and the six 
Members-at-Large for the IMU EC; the new President, the two Secretaries and 
the three Members-at-Large for CDC; the two IMU Representatives to ICHM. 
The vote is taken via written ballots that include the Nominating Committee 
slates as well as the list of nominations from the floor as stated in 5.c.  



e. Voting by the General Assembly shall be by delegations, provided that each 
delegation shall be free to cast the votes to which it is entitled either as a unit 
or divided in such a manner as it may determine. Each delegation receives the 
number of ballots corresponding to its specific number of votes and one 
envelope. The head of each delegation distributes a ballot to each delegate 
present. To record a vote, a delegate marks an “X” in the column next to the 
candidate’s name and then places the ballot in the envelope provided. Each 
delegation must return all ballots distributed to them, even if the delegation 
votes as a whole, e.g., Group III receives three ballots and must return three 
completed ballots, even if the ballots are identical. The head of each delegation 
has the responsibility to complete any ballot for which no delegate is present.  



f. A vote shall be invalid if more names are marked in any category than the 
number of places to be filled (i.e., IMU EC — one each for President and 
Secretary, one for each of the two Vice-Presidents and one for each of the 
Members-at-Large, CDC — one each for President and the two Secretaries and 
one for each of the Members-at-Large, ICHM — one for each of the two IMU 
representatives).  



g. A candidate for IMU President or IMU Secretary is elected if he or she obtains 
a majority of the votes cast. In the event of a tie, the balloting is repeated. If a 
tie still exists, the IMU President decides.  



h. In the ballots for the IMU Vice-Presidents and Members-at-Large of the EC, 
the candidates who obtain the largest numbers of votes shall be elected. In the 
event of a tie, the IMU President decides.  











i. In the ballots for the CDC President  and the CDC Secretaries a candidate is 
elected if he or she obtains a majority of the votes cast. In the event of a tie, the 
balloting is repeated. If a tie still exists, the IMU President decides.  



j. In the ballots for the CDC Members-at-Large, the candidates who obtain the 
largest numbers of votes shall be elected. In the event of a tie, the IMU 
President decides.  



k. In the ballots for the IMU ICHM representatives, the two candidates who 
obtain the largest numbers of votes shall be elected. In the event of a tie, the 
IMU President decides.  
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Procedures for the Election of the 



IMU Executive Committee (EC)  
IMU Commission on for Development Developing Countries and Exchanges (CDCE)  



Joint International Commission on the History of Mathematics (ICHM) 



The procedures for election of the IMU EC, the IMU CDCE, and the ICHM, as well as 
the Executive Committee of the International Commission on Mathematical 
Instruction (ICMI), which can also be found below, were adopted by the IMU General 
Assembly in Santiago de CompostelaBangalore, August 12-1316-17, 201006.  
 



1. The Nominating Committee (NC) of the International Mathematical Union will beis 
formed with the purpose of presenting slates of nominations to the Adhering 
Organizations in preparation for the elections at the General Assembly. It will consists 
of seven people chosen as follows:  



 
a. Chair: — The Chair of the IMU Nominating Committee is chosen by the IMU 



President of the International Mathematical Union (IMU) and must not be a 
current member of the IMU Executive CommitteeEC, or work in the same 
country as the President.  



b. President of IMU: — The current President of IMU, in the year that the 
Nominating Committee is formed, will beis a member of the IMU Nominating 
Committee with full voting rights.  



c. Three other persons chosen at random from nominations: — The Executive 
Committee of IMU arranges for the choice of three people at random from 
nominations received from Adhering Organizations of IMU of persons who are 
not current members of the IMU Executive Committee, who are willing to 
serve, and who do not work in the same country as the NC Chair or the IMU 
President.  



d. This call for nominations should be sent to the Adhering Organizations by 1 
September in the year ICM-2 (that is, two years prior to the International 
Congress of Mathematicians), with nominations to be received by 1 December 
of the same year. One person must be chosen from nominations submitted by 
Groups I and II, one person chosen from nominations submitted by Groups III 
and IV and one person chosen from nominations submitted by Group V. Each 
Adhering Organization may submit one name of a person who is willing to 
serve. If there are no nominations in one of these three categories, then a 
person will be chosen at random from the other two categories.  



e. Two persons with experience of IMU: — Finally two persons are chosen 
jointly by the NC Chair and the IMU President of IMU. In the event of 
disagreement, the Chair and President each will chooses one person. These two 
people should ideally be former members of the IMU Executive Committee or, 
if such persons are unavailable, have significant experience of IMU’s affairs. 
In order to gain a balanced IMU Nominating Committee, the Chair and 
President will consider criteria such as geography, sub-field representation, and 
gender representation.  



 
2. Duties of the IMU Nominating Committee  
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a. Nomination slates will beare formed for the IMU Executive Committee (EC), 
the IMU Commission on Development and Exchangesfor Developing 
Countries (CDCE), and the Joint International Commission on the History of 
Mathematics (ICHM).  



b. The slates for the commissions will beare formed taking advice from the 
current officers of these commissions, but this advice is not binding on the 
IMU Nominating Committee. The Nominating Committee is asked to 
distribute its nominations for the EC geographically so as to represent as 
equally as possible the whole international community of mathematicians. The 
connections of individual candidates to the countries where they were born, 
educated, or have lived in the past may be considered in addition to the country 
in which they presently reside.   



b.c. EC Nominations: The IMU Nominating Committee nominates one name for 
the position of President of IMU, Secretary of IMU, and one name for each of 
the two Vice Presidents of IMU. It nominates at least two more names than the 
number of Members-at-Large of the IMU EC. 



d. CDC Nominations: Six members of the CDC are elected by the IMU General 
Assembly. The IMU Nominating Committee forms a slate with at least one 
name for each of the positions of President, Secretary for Policy, and Secretary 
for Grant Selection and at least two names for each of the three positions for 
CDC Members-at-Large in representation of Africa, Asia, and Latin America. 
Alternative names for each of the positions can be proposed at the General 
Assembly from the floor. For each of the six positions the candidate with the 
most votes is elected.The IMU Nominating Committee will nominate one 
name for the position of President of IMU, Secretary of IMU, President of 
CDE, and Secretary of CDE and one name for each of the two Vice Presidents 
of IMU. The IMU Nominating Committee will nominate at least two more 
names than the number of Members-at-Large of IMU and CDE, and for the 
ICHM representatives.  



c.e. ICHM Nominations: The IMU Nominating Committee nominates at least two 
more names than the number of ICHM representatives. 



d.f. Schedule: — By 1 September ICM-2, the Chair of the IMU Nominating 
Committee accepts post. By 1 February ICM-1, the Committee is complete. A 
separate ICMI Nominating Committee will form slates for the International 
Commission on Mathematical Instruction.  



 
3. Calls for Nominations  
 



a. By 1 November ICM-2, the IMU Secretary will sends a call for nominations to 
the Adhering Organizations and Committees for Mathematics for the offices of 
President and Secretary of IMU. The Adhering Organizations’ and Committees 
for Mathematics’ submissions must include a candidate’s declaration of 
willingness to serve if elected and a CV. These nominations are due by 15 
January ICM-1.  



b. By 1 September ICM-1, the IMU Secretary will sends a call for nominations to 
the Adhering Organizations and Committees for Mathematics for the offices of 
Vice Presidents and Members-at-Large for the IMU EC, the ChairPresident, 
Secretariesy and Members-at-Large for CDC,E and for the IMU 
Representatives to ICHM. The Adhering Organizations’ and Committees for 
Mathematics’ submissions must include a candidate’s declaration of 
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willingness to serve if elected and a CV. These nominations are due by 15 
November ICM-1.  



c. The Nominating Committee is free to nominate persons for all offices.  



4. Slate: — Two months prior to the IMU GA, the Secretary will sends to the Adhering 
Organizations and Committees for Mathematics the IMU NC slates, including 
candidates’ CVs, plus a list of all persons nominated. The Adhering Organizations and 
Committees for Mathematics are asked to cooperate in having their delegates to the 
IMU General Assembly fully informed.  



 
5. General Assembly  



 
a. On the first day of the GA meeting, an Election Committee is formed which 



consists of all members of the Nominating Committee and all Past IMU 
Presidents present at the GA and, if necessary, further GA delegates elected to 
reach a membership of at least five. The election shall be from names either 
proposed by the President or proposed and seconded from the floor by show of 
hands, unless the meeting decides otherwise. The Election Committee is 
chaired by the Chair of the Nominating Committee, or if unavailable, by the 
IMU President. The Election Committee is responsible for handling the 
election process and deciding on all issues related to it that may ariseThe Chair 
of the Nominating Committee will present the IMU slates to the General 
Assembly. If the Chair is unavailable, the President of IMU will present the 
slates.  



a.b. The Chair of the Election Committee presents the EC, CDC, and ICHM slates 
to the General Assembly. 



b.c. Further nominations can be made from the floor after the slates of the IMU 
Nominating Committee have been presented., In case of the IMU EC, the 
nominations must be provided that they are drawn from names previously 
offered by the Adhering Organizations and Committees for Mathematics as in 
item 3., signed by at least ten (10) delegates, from at least (3) three countries. 
In exceptional circumstances, EC nominations not previously offered as in 
item 3. can be made from the floor provided that each case be approved by a 
vote of the GA. Each such nomination must be accompanied by a statement of 
willingness to serve, a 2 two page CV and be signed by at least ten (10) 
delegates, from at least three (3) countries.  



c.d. The IMU General Assembly shall then elect the following: the new IMU 
President, the two IMU Vice-Presidents, the IMU Secretary, and the six 
Members-at-Large for the IMU EC; Chairthe new President, the two 
Secretaryies and the three Members-at-Large for CDCE; the two IMU 
Representatives to ICHM. The vote will beis taken via written ballots that 
include the Nominating Committee slates as well as the list of nominations 
from the floor as stated in 5.cb.  



d.e. Voting by the General Assembly shall be by delegations, provided that each 
delegation shall be free to cast the votes to which it is entitled either as a unit 
or divided in such a manner as it may determine. Each delegation will receives 
the number of ballots corresponding to its specific number of votes and one 
envelope. The head of each delegation will distributes a ballot to each delegate 
present. To record a vote, a delegate will marks an “X” in the column next to 
the candidate’s name and then places the ballot in the envelope provided. Each 
delegation must return all ballots distributed to them, even if the delegation 
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votes as a whole, e.g., Group III will receives three ballots and must return 
three completed ballots, even if the ballots are identical. The head of each 
delegation has the responsibility to complete any ballot for which no delegate 
is present.  



e.f. A vote shall be invalid if more names are marked in any category than the 
number of places to be filled (i.e., IMU EC — one each for President and 
Secretary, one for each of the two Vice-Presidents and one for each of the 
Members-at-Large, CDCE — one each for Chair President and the two 
Secretariesy and one for each of the Members-at-Large, ICHM — one for each 
of the two IMU representatives).  



f.g. A candidate for IMU EC President or IMU Secretary is elected if he or she 
obtains a majority of the votes cast. In the event of a tie, the balloting will be is 
repeated. If a tie still exists, the IMU President will decides.  



g.h.In the ballots for the IMU EC Vice-Presidents and Members-at-Large of the 
EC, the candidates respectively who obtain the largest numbers of votes shall 
be elected. In the event of a tie, the IMU President shall decides.  



h.i. A candidateIn the ballots for the IMU CDCE President Chair and the CDC 
Secretariesy a candidate is elected if he or she obtains a majority of the votes 
cast. In the event of a tie, the balloting is will be repeated. If a tie still exists, 
the IMU President will decides.  



i.j. In the ballots for the IMU CDCE Members-at-Large, the candidates who 
obtain the largest numbers of votes shall be elected. In the event of a tie, the 
IMU President shall decides.  



j.k. In the ballots for the IMU ICHM representatives, the two candidates who 
obtain the largest numbers of votes shall be elected. In the event of a tie, the 
IMU President shall decides.  
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IMU 16th General Assembly 
 



It is a tradition to set up, at the beginning of any meeting of the GA, several committees 
supporting the GA in various ways 



 
General Assembly Committees and their Duties 



 
 



Credentials Committee (~ 3 persons, in charge of nomination: M. de León) 



• Review the list of delegates that have registered at the General Assembly and 
verify each delegation is correctly constituted and present the list to the President 
of IMU 



• Ensure that voting procedures are understood 
 
Tellers Committee (~ 6 persons, in charge of nomination: R. Piene) 



• Distribute ballots 
• Collect ballots 
• Verify ballots and discard invalid ballots 
• Count the votes 
• Report the outcome to the President of IMU 



 
Finance and Dues Committee (~ 6 persons, in charge of nomination: M. Grötschel) 



• Review the proposed 2011-2014 budget 
• Make recommendations to the General Assembly concerning dues unit increase 
• Make recommendation to the General Assembly concerning action to be taken 



regarding dues in arrears  
 
Resolutions Committee (~ 6 persons, in charge of nomination: M. Viana) 



• Accept resolutions put forth by delegations prior to the close of the first day’s 
sessions of the General Assembly (August 16) 



• Review and edit resolutions received from the delegations 
• Formulate resolutions 
• Present the resolutions to the General Assembly with recommendations 



 
Election Committee (at least 5 persons, in charge of nomination: L. Lovász) 



• Settle all issues coming up during the election process (for the Election 
Committee see page 2), in particular 
 to oversee the form of the ballot papers 
 and to clarify all matters coming up when suggestions from the floor are 



made. 
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IMU Nominating Committee   
 
Committee members: 



− David Mumford (chair) 
− László Lovász 
− Anthony Afuwape 
− Nigel Hitchin 
− C.S. Seshadri 
− Ian Sloan 
− Frances Yao 
The Nominating Committee has put together slates for IMU Commissions and 
Committees to be elected at the Bangalore General Assembly. These are based on 
proposals from the Adhering Organizations. The exact duties of the Nominating 
Committee can be found at  
http://www.mathunion.org/organization/ec/procedures-for-election/.   
 
The new Procedures for the Election are up for vote at the beginning of the General 
Assembly, which introduce the Election Committee (in addition to the Nominating 
Committee). 
 
Election Committee   
 
On the first day of the meeting, an Election Committee is formed which consists of all 
members of the IMU Nominating Committee and all Past IMU Presidents present at the 
GA. If the Election Committee has fewer than five members further persons shall be 
elected to reach a membership of at least five. The election shall be from names either 
proposed by the President or proposed and seconded from the floor by show of hands 
unless the meeting decides otherwise. The Election Committee is chaired by the Chair of 
the IMU Nominating Committee or by the IMU President. The reason for introducing the 
Election Committee is that it is not unconceivable that, for instance, a candidate for an 
IMU office becomes unavailable at very short notice or that controversies about certain 
formalities in the election process arise. The Election Committee is set up in order to 
make decisions in all these cases.  
 
 
FAQ: 
 
Q: What is a slate? 
 
A: A slate is a list of candidates to be considered for election. At an IMU GA, it is a 
tradition that for certain positions, such as the IMU President or IMU Secretary, only one 
person is suggested for election. In other cases a slate may contain more persons than 
positions available, e.g., the IMU Statutes require that, for the six Members-at-Large of 
the IMU EC, at least eight persons have to be proposed for election. 
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"In recent years the International Mathematical Union has increased the support that it 
gives to mathematicians and advanced students of mathematics in the developing world. 
Undoubtedly this is a tribute to the generosity of colleagues in developed countries and to 
the heroic efforts of mathematicians in the emerging world as they defend and enhance 
the subject, often in extremely difficult circumstances.  But it should also be seen as an 
instance of enlightened self-interest by the profession.  There is no more cost-effective 
investment in the future of the subject than the formation of future generations of 
mathematicians. And if, as most believe, raw mathematical talent is randomly distributed, 
with its larger numbers there is more potential talent in the developing world than in the 
developed world.  Add to that that, at least in monetary terms, supporting a young person 
to study advanced mathematics costs far less in the developing world.  In Cambodia or 
Cameroon USD 1000 will support a graduate student in mathematics for a year (roughly 
1/20-th the cost in the U.S.). 
  
Several agencies, foundations and governments have contributed to the IMU's increased 
activity over the past 6-8 years.  A few of these are Norway through the Abel Fund, the 
French international mathematical outreach program CIMPA, the Japanese government 
through JICA, the Japanese International Cooperation Agency, the London Mathematical 
Society supported by the Nuffield Foundation and the Leverhulme Trust, and a small 
group of professional societies and foundations in the U.S.  But, even with this increased 
attention in recent years, the task is far larger than the means available.  And locally led 
infrastructure development is perhaps the most difficult kind of development since the 
work requires more constancy than innovation, and so is often not appealing to 
institutions or individuals seeking short-term recognition and pay-off. 
  
USNCM respectfully requests the IMU Executive Committee to study the feasibility of 
convening a Donor's Conference as a satellite to ICM 2014.  Preliminary conference 
planning during 2011-12 would involve identifying long-term success stories and their 
agents, potential donor foundations, agencies and governments, and professionals capable 
of organizing such a conference and of framing a persuasive case for the benefit to the 
profession, and to mankind, of mathematical development in the emerging world." 
 













 
 
Resolution on Electronic Voting 
 
The Secretary is requested to explore the possibility of electronic voting by the IMU Adhering 
Organizations through a secure Web server. On the assumption that the necessary hardware 
and software are in place and the Executive Committee is convinced of their functionality, the 
EC shall empower the Secretary to make use of electronic voting where appropriate. 
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of a stable office.) The treasurer is supposed to act
as a liaison between the permanent office and the EC.
This is necessary since the IMU Secretary is not
supposed to come permanently from the location of the
future IMU office. The Stable Office Committee will
explain all this in more detail at the GA.


In Article 40, the term "Observer" (that has been used
for a very long time) is formally introduced.


2. Proposed changes of the "Procedures for Election"
====================================================
Due to the formation of the CDC, the "Procedures for
Election" have to be rewritten. In discussion with
members of the Nominating Committee a few other items
came up that the EC thought should be added or changed.


In the attachment you will find the draft of the new
"Procedures for Election", one version with all the
changes visible, and a "clean" version. The current
version is downloadable from
http://www.mathunion.org/organization/ec/procedures-for-election/.


Except for the changes due to CDC, the main new item
is the introduction of the Election Committee, see 5.a.
of the new version. It turns out that only two members of
the Nominating Committee will be at the GA, which is too
small a number to form a committee. We expect such a
presence to be similar at future GAs, and thus, thought
that there should be a committee that handles every
question/problem that arises at the GA concerning elections.
The EC is not a "good" committee for that since usually
half of the current EC members are up for reelection and
should not handle election matters. Members of the Election
Committee should have significant IMU experience.


Another important change are the additional sentences in
2.b. (new version) concerning equal representation, a
suggestion of the Nominating Committee.


These changes are up for vote in the very beginning of the
GA, so that the GA committees can be elected properly.


3. Duties of the GA Committees
==============================
It is a tradition to set up, at the beginning of every
meeting of the GA, several committees supporting the
GA in various ways. These committees and their tasks
are described in an attached document for your information:
- Credentials Committee (~3 persons): M. de Leon
- Tellers Committee (~6 persons): R. Piene
- Finance and Dues Committee (~6 persons): M. Groetschel
- Resolutions Committee (~6 persons): M. Viana
  and also the
- Election Committee (see item 2. above): L. Lovasz
For each committee, an EC member (mentioned behind the
committee name) has been appointed by the EC who will
approach GA participants in the evening of August 15
or morning of August 16 to ask them to serve on such
a committee. The approximate number of committee
members is indicated above in the brackets.


4. GA Resolutions
=================
During the GA, and in particular at its end, typically
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several resolutions are passed. Lists of resolutions
approved by former GAs can be found at
http://www.mathunion.org/organization/general-assembly/
The current status of proposals is as follows.


a. Donors' Conference
So far I have obtained only one proposal of a GA resolution
from an Adhering Organization. The United States ask the EC
to study the feasibility of convening a Donors' Conference
as a satellite conference to ICM 2014, see attachment. This
suggestion is supported by the UK, France, Italy, and Norway
and a number of individuals, including former IMU Secretary
Phil Griffiths.


b. Electronic Voting
The second resolution comes from the EC and is a consequence
of questions asked by several IMU members who are unhappy
about the paper ballots. The current Statutes allow the
introduction of electronic voting via a secure Web server.
Article 41.(g) gives the General Assembly the possibility to
prescribe the rules of postal ballots which - in Article 6. -
are described to include ordinary mail, e-mail, fax, or any
other way of communication.
In that sense the EC can establish electronic voting via a secure
Web server. However, the EC would like to be explicitly empowered
by the General Assembly to establish this voting process. This
is formulated in the resolution attached.


c. Budget Structure
The GA is supposed to decide on the IMU budget for the
next four years. This is a difficult issue this time, since -
depending on whether or not a permanent office is established
and depending on what financial and other support the chosen
location will be able to offer - the budget structure may vary.
I will present at the GA a "conservative budget", the details
will be in Bulletin 58, which is basically an adapted update
of the current budget structure. I will ask, after consulting
the Finance and Dues Committee, the GA to pass a resolution
that will allow the EC to come up in 2011, after the agreement
with the institution hosting the stable office has been signed,
with a new budget that will take the "new situation" into account.
Of course, the new 2011-2014 budget will be subject to approval
by the IMU members.


d. Budget Increase
Taking into account that the IMU budget is only balanced
because of very significant financial and in kind contributions
from a large number of institutions (I will detail these
at my presentation at the GA) and considering the
increased IMU activities for developing and economically
disadvantaged countries (put into practice through CDC, up
to 2010 by CDE and DCSG), and observing the considerable
worldwide efforts of ICMI (that the ICMI President will
describe at the GA and which require additional funding),
I will propose a moderate increase of IMU's membership
dues by 2% annually for the next four years. I hope that
the Finance and Dues Committee will convert my request
into a resolution that the Resolutions Committee and the
GA can accept.


e. Further resolutions
Further resolutions will come up during the GA. E.g.,
the Stable Office Committee plans to propose its
suggestions to the GA in the form of resolutions.
The resolutions Committee will collect resolutions
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during the first GA day.


Best regards


Martin Groetschel
IMU Secretary


+-------------------------------------------+
|            Martin Groetschel              |
|             Secretary of the              |
|  International Mathematical Union (IMU)   |
|       URL: http://www.mathunion.org       |
|      e-mail: secretary@mathunion.org      |
+-------------------------------------------+
|Postal Address:      |Telecommunication:   |
|Zuse Institute Berlin|Tel: +49 30 84185 210|
|Takustr. 7           |Tel: +49 30 314 23266|
|D-14195 Berlin       |FAX: +49 30 84185 269|
|Germany              |Sec: +49 30 84185 208|
+-------------------------------------------+
|    personal URL: www.zib.de/groetschel    |
+-------------------------------------------+
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